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November 2021 Announcements 
 
 

1. PILOT Agreements, Valuation Issues and Renewable Energy Projects Webinar  

Dylan Harris, who is an attorney with Lewis & Greer, will host a free webinar on Wednesday, Nov. 2, at Noon. As 
renewable energy projects, particularly solar, are being sited across the Tug Hill region at an increasing pace, some 
communities are dealing with inevitable PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) agreements that come with most projects. 
Many are also faced with the task of how to fairly assess the project and property.  Dylan will discuss how PILOT 
agreements work in relation to renewable energy projects, and their impact on municipal revenue. An overview of the 
state's new valuation method for renewable energy projects will also be covered. The webinar will be available for 
viewing on the Tug Hill Commission’s YouTube channel shortly after it finishes.  
 

 
2. Public Officers Law Amended 

Governor Hochul signed legislation that amends Public Officers Law Section 103, as shown below: 
e) Agency records available to the public pursuant to article six of this chapter, as well as any proposed resolution, 
law, rule, regulation, policy or any amendment thereto, that is scheduled to be the subject of discussion by a public 
body during an open meeting shall be made available, upon request therefor, to the extent practicable [as determined 
by the agency or the department,] at least twenty-four hours prior to [or at] the meeting during which the records 
will be discussed. Copies of such records may be made available for a reasonable fee, determined in the same manner 
as provided therefor in article six of this chapter. If the agency in which a public body functions maintains a regularly 
and routinely updated website and utilizes a high speed internet connection, such records shall be posted on the 
website to the extent practicable [as determined by the agency or the department,] at least twenty-four hours prior to 
the meeting. An agency may, but shall not be required to, expend additional moneys to implement the provisions of 
this subdivision. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall have become a law. 

 

3. NYS Comptroller Introduces COVID-19 Relief Program Tracker 

The Office of the State Comptroller has created a web site to track money received and spent in response to COVID-
19, including the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund under the American Rescue Plan. The web site reports that it 
will be updated monthly and will be expanded over time as more information becomes available. Data is also 
available for download in Excel format. 
The comptroller’s Relief Program Tracker can be found at: www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/covid-relief-program-tracker 
 
 
4. Local Government Conference Scheduled for April 19, 2022 

After a two year hiatus due to COVID, the Local Government Conference is back, scheduled for Tuesday, April 19th, 
at the Turning Stone Resort & Casino. Save the date! Much more information to come!  
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5. Budget Workshop Materials and Budget/Accounting Technical Assistance Available  

Laird Petrie recently presented budget workshops in Altmar and Port Leyden. His slide deck and contingent account 
worksheet can be found on the commission’s website, tughill.org/services/training/. Additionally, the commission has 
contracted with Laird in his retirement to provide budgeting and accounting technical assistance to towns and villages 
belonging to one of the region’s five councils of governments. Interested municipalities should contact Carla Fowler, 
Community Development Specialist at the Tug Hill Commission, carla@tughill.org or (315) 785-2380 to request 
assistance.  
Examples of services Laird can provide include:  

• Assistance with annual budget preparation, including attendance at budget workshops when requested.  
• Assistance with preparation of the Annual Update Document (AUD) required to be filed with OSC each year.  
• Training for municipal accounting personnel and aid with developing accounting records required by OSC.  
• Assistance with multi-year capital plans including establishing, accounting and reporting for capital reserve 

funds.  
• Assistance with long-term operational plans including the use of various reserve funds authorize by General 

Municipal Law.  
• Assistance with the planning, budgeting and accounting for capital projects including those involving debt and 

grant funds.  
• Assistance to local officials with shared service and government reorganization initiatives (dissolutions, 

consolidations, etc.).  
• Assessment of various internal controls and policies and recommendations to governing boards as to how to 

effectively safeguard municipal assets.  
 

 
6. NOCCOG Annual Dinner Meeting was a success! 

The NOCCOG Annual Meeting, held Thursday, October 28th, in Lee Center was successful with 65 attendees, which 
included members of the Oneida County Board of Legislators and the NYS Tug Hill Commission. Director Mark 
Trnchik was recognized for his 11+ years of service on the NOCCOG Executive Board. And, the two presentations 
were quite informative and very entertaining.   

 
 

7. NOCCOG Executive Board seeks a Director 

Longtime Director, Mark Trnchik, who is a member of the Annsville Town Board, has decided not seek re-
appointment to the NOCCOG Executive Board. As we are looking for someone to replace Mark, we are asking each 
of the NOCCOG communities if there is interest among the members of the governing boards, or maybe the planning 
boards. If so, please let your circuit rider know, or email John Healt at jhealt@tughill.org. 

 
 

8. NOCCG GPS- Looking for Projects! 

As the summer mapping season draws to a close, NOCCOG’s GPS program is looking for projects for next year.  
Most request for data collection and mapping come from highway and street departments, as well water departments. 
Anything can be mapped- culverts and drains, water mains, sewer lines, water shut-offs, fire hydrants or dry hydrants, 
etc. One of the many benefits of up to date mapping is that it helps keep information current during staffing or 
administrative changes. Data can be displayed and edited by using a free GIS desktop program called QGIS. There are 
2 GPS units available. Training by commission staff, and a written tutorial is available, for communities interested in 
using one of the units to collect data. But, because data collection can be tedious and time consuming, Mark Clark has 
once again been retained by NOCCOG to map and record data in our municipalities. There is no charge for Mark’s 
services.  

 
To schedule a GPS mapping project, or to borrow one of the GPS units, reach out to John Healt at jhealt@tughill.org 
or by calling 315-941-2818. 
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