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August 2021 Announcements 

 

 
 
1. State Comptroller Announces Tax Levy Limit for 2022 Town Budgets 

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli has announced the tax levy limit for local government units whose fiscal years 
end December 31. These local governments, which include towns and counties, will have a tax levy limit of 2.00% 
for the 2022 fiscal year, an increase over the 2021 limit of 1.56%. The tax levy limit has been at 2% for three of the 
past four years. The comptroller’s web page concerning the tax levy limit for local governments can be found at: 
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/realprop/index.htm 

 
Past years’ allowable levy growth factors chart for all governments can be found at: 
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/files/local-government/property-tax-cap/pdf/inflation-and-allowable-levy-growth-
factors.pdf 

 
2. JCAP Grants Available 

The Justice Court Assistance Plan (JCAP) grants for 2021/22 are now available. The Unified Court Systems budget 
includes $3 million in JCAP funding for this fiscal year, with the maximum grant amount per court at $30,000 (joint 
applications may have a maximum amount of $60,000). All town and village courts can apply for funding in many 
areas including office equipment and furniture, security equipment and court room and court facility improvements 
and renovations.  

 
The application must be filed by justice court personnel, so if boards are aware of an area needing funding, they 
should coordinate with their court personnel to apply. The deadline to apply is October 7, 2021. Most of the 
application must be submitted online, with the signature page, board resolution, estimates and the courts budget 
required to be sent separately via U. S. mail or email. Court personnel will be able to access the town and village 
courts website for all pertinent information at 
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/townandvillage/judges_only/jcap.shtml. Specific guidelines for the board resolution 
or for requests for construction or security equipment are also available on the webpage. If you need assistance 
contact the Office of Justice Court Support at 1-800-232-0630, jcap@nycourts.gov or your circuit rider and they will 
help connect you with the right person.  

 
Since the JCAP program was established in 1999 local justice courts have received over $35 million in equipment 
and other resources. There was $3 million available for the 2020/21 JCAP grant cycle and 299 applications were 
received with awards issued to 187 courts. 
 

3. Local Government Conference 2022 Preference Survey 

If you are a Tug Hill local government official and/or you registered for the 2020 Tug Hill Local Government 
Conference (LGC), you should have received an email on requesting your input as we plan for the 2022 LGC. We 
know our communities are looking forward to it, and we will do our best to plan a quality, safe event that meets the 
needs of our local officials. If you need the link to the survey again, give the office a call. 
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4. September 28 Land Use Training Workshop in Lewis County 

The Lewis County Planning and Community Development Department will be sponsoring a land use training 
workshop for local land use officials on Tuesday, September 28 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. at the Lewis County Court 
House in the Legislator Chambers. This year’s training topics will include “Rural Planning” (4:00-6:00 p.m.) and 
“Revising Zoning” (6:30-8:00 p.m.). More details we be available in August, but please pencil the date into your 
calendars ahead of time! A flyer is also available at the Lewis County Planning and Community Development 
Department’s website. 

 
5. 2021 Transportation Alternatives Program Grants Due September 29 

The New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) is making funding available to support bicycle, 
pedestrian, multi-use path, and non-motorized transportation-related projects and programs. Formally known as the 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program 
(CMAQ), these funding sources provide reimbursement of up to 80 percent of project-related costs, with the 
remaining 20 percent provided by project sponsors. 
 
2021 TAP-CMAQ applications are completed and submitted through the NYS Grants Gateway. Projects will be 
selected through a competitive solicitation process and evaluated on established criteria which include project type, 
eligible funding source, significance, cost-effectiveness, geographic balance, and benefits to overall investments to 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions in Environmental Justice Communities. Projects must be related to surface 
transportation. Applications for funding may be developed by any municipality or non-profit incorporated group, but 
projects must be sponsored either by a municipality, a state agency, or public authority eligible to administer federal 
TAP and CMAQ transportation funds. The full program guidebook is available TAP Guidebook (ny.gov) 
Applications are due by September 29. 

 
Comments and questions regarding the TAP-CMAQ solicitation may be submitted via email to TAP-
CMAQ@dot.ny.gov. Detailed information is available on DOT’s website, http://www.dot.ny.gov/tap-cmaq  

 
6. Cornell Local Roads 2021 Summer Topical Tuesday Webinars Continue through August 

August 10, 9:00- 10:00 a.m.: Federal Aid Projects: Agencies that get federal aid are sometimes blindsided by the 
requirements in the federal process. There are certain critical steps needed to make a federal aid construction contract 
work. In this one hour webinar, David will give you some of the basics and help you understand and start on the 
journey to a successful project using federal dollars. Register Here  
 
August 17, 9:00- 10:00 a.m.: Erosion: soils, slopes, mitigation, and maintenance: Erosion is costly to the 
environment and to the bottom line. In this session Geoff will discuss erosion issues and ways to mitigate and 
maintain surfaces prone to erosion. Register Here  
 
August 31, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.: Snow and Ice Control Chemicals: High-quality snow and ice control works best 
with an understanding of the materials used to provide winter maintenance. In this session, instructor Jim Craw will 
discuss the various chemicals and how they can be used in solid, liquid, and pre-wetted forms. Register Here  

 
7. Information for Town Officials Publication Updated by Office of the State Comptroller 

The Office of the State Comptroller updated its Information for Town Officials publication in November of 2020. 
The document contains a wealth of information, from descriptions of town classes, officers and districts, to fiscal 
responsibilities and requirements, and budgets and finances. It includes a town budget calendar, which is particularly 
useful now as towns begin to develop their 2022 budgets. 

 
8. Save the Dates 

 
Tug Hill Commission Annual Dinner – Oct.14, 2021 – Tailwater Lodge 
NOCCOG Annual Dinner Meeting – Oct. 28, 2021 – Gone Coastal, Drone demonstration by the Oneida County 
Sheriff’s department. 
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