
Towns: Annsville ~ Ava ~ Boonville ~ Camden ~ Floyd ~ Forestport ~ Lee ~ Remsen ~ Steuben ~ Trenton ~ Vienna ~ Western 

Villages: Boonville ~ Camden ~ Holland Patent ~ Remsen ~ Sylvan Beach 

  
www.noccog.org 

 

January 2021 Announcements 

 
 
 
Wishing you all the best in 2021! 
 
With a spike in COVID-19 cases in Oneida County, many local government meetings have gone virtual or hybrid. NOCCOG 
associate circuit riders will continue to cover town and village board meetings as long as these meetings are being held 
and they feel comfortable at in-person meetings. The commission continues to offer the ability for NOCCOG 
communities to hold virtual meetings and several member communities have been using this service. Please feel free to let 
a NOCCOG associate circuit rider know you are interested in holding Zoom meetings or reach out to Jean Waterbury at 
(315)783-7019 and we will set up a Zoom meeting for you. 
 
More information on COVID-19 as it relates to local governments can be found on the commission’s website here: 
www.tughill.org/covid-19/. Please feel free to reach out to the commission if you are unable to find answers to your 
COVID-19 questions elsewhere and staff will look into your inquiry. 
 
1. Executive Order No. 202.87 

Governor Cuomo has issued Executive Order No. 202.87, which extends the authorization for local governments to hold 
meetings remotely by video or teleconference call, provided that the public has the ability to view or listen to such 
proceedings and that such meetings are recorded and later transcribed, through January 29, 2021. 

2. Open Meeting Law Webinar scheduled for Thursday, January 14, 2021, 10-11:30 a.m. 

Kristin O’Neill, Assistant Director of the Committee on Open Government, will be presenting a virtual Open Meetings 
Law training program on Thursday, January 14, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. The program will consist of a one-hour 
overview of the statute, followed by 30 minutes of a question and answer period.  
 
Go to https://meetny.webex.com/meetny/k2/j.php?MTID=td97413fcdabdaa5befe4f318cc0c8356 and register. Once you are 
approved by the host, you will receive a confirmation email with instructions for joining the session. 
 
If you have questions that you believe would be of general interest, please submit them to Ms. O’Neill via e-mail: 
kristin.oneill@dos.ny.gov 
 
3. Tug Hill Commission to Hold Meeting on January 25, 2021 

The first commission of 2021 will be held on Monday, January 25. 2021 at 10:00-11:30 a.m. online at  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84212381154. or via phone at (929) 205-6099, meeting ID 84212381154. The public is 
welcome to attend.  

4. Public Employer Emergency Planning Requirement Webinar Recording Available 

On Tuesday, December 29, Timothy Riecker from Emergency Preparedness Solutions delivered a very timely webinar to 
34 local officials and agency personnel. A new law that went into effect in September 2020 requires public employers to 
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create plans to protect employees and contractors in the event of another public health emergency declaration in NYS. The 
requirement for these plans applies to all local, county and state government entities, including authorities and public 
benefit corporations and districts. 
 
To view the webinar, which includes Tim’s PowerPoint and questions and answers during the presentation, go to the 
commission’s YouTube channel, www.youtube.com/channel/UCvolFp3AbYlQW0DNDSTNHww 

5. Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application Period Opens 

The Assistance to Firefighters (AFG) application period opens on Monday, January 4 and will close on Friday, February 
12. The AFG Program provides financial assistance directly to eligible fire departments, and nonaffiliated emergency 
medical service (EMS) organizations for critical training and equipment. The program is one of three grant programs that 
constitute the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) focus 
on enhancing the safety of the public and firefighters with respect to fire and fire-related hazards. 
 
Plan your AFG grant application now by reviewing the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and application guidance 
materials. Guidelines can be viewed on the AFG Program website at: FY 2020 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) 
Application Guidance Materials | FEMA.gov. 
 
FEMA will host a series of live webinars beginning on January 12 to provide an overview of the FY 2020 AFG grant 
program. The presentations will outline important information and reminders about cost share requirements, program 
priorities, eligible costs, how to navigate the grant application, and tips for preparing an AFG application. FEMA 
Preparedness Officers will be available to answer questions 

6. Funding Available for Green Infrastructure Improvements & Planning 

Funding through two state agencies is available for green infrastructure to improve water quality and initial planning of 
projects. Applications for the Green Innovation Grant Program ($17 million) and the Engineering Planning Grant ($2 
million) are now being accepted through the Consolidated Funding Application. The deadline for all applications is Friday, 
February 12, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 

There is $19 million in federal grant funding available to municipalities through the Consolidated Funding Application 
(CFA) for infrastructure projects that protect or improve water quality. This funding is made available through two 
programs -- the Green Innovation Grant Program (GIGP) and the Engineering Planning Grant Program (EPG). Funding 
through the GIGP will support projects aimed at improving water quality and mitigating the effects of climate change 
through the implementation of green stormwater infrastructure, as well as energy and water efficiency efforts. The EPG 
funding will help municipalities pay for the initial planning of water quality projects. 

The Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
will evaluate and score all projects for which applications are received based on several factors, including level of water 
quality protection or enhancement, financial need, and readiness of the community to proceed expeditiously with the 
project.  

EFC will host a webinar to present the GIGP and EPG programs on January 13, 2021, at 11 a.m. A recording of the 
webinar will be available on EFC's website. The webinar will provide an overview of the GIGP and EPG, as well as 
guidance on how to apply for grant funds. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions. You may register for the 
webinar on EFC's website www.efc.ny.gov.  

7. NYSDEC Urban and Community Forestry and Conservation Partnership Program Awards 

To improve the health of urban and community forests and increase the sustainability of forestry programs, NYSDEC 
offers an annual Urban and Community Forestry grant of up to $75,000 for large communities, and $50,000 for small 
communities. In December 2020, NYSDEC announced $1.4 million in awards under round 15, with the city of Watertown 
being awarded $50,000 for tree maintenance activities. If your community is interested in tree education, inventories, 
management, and/or maintenance, contact Tug Hill Commission staff to help you plan for round 16 to support your project 
ideas. For more information, visit: www.dec.ny.gov/press/122001.html. 



 

To help local land trusts sustain and expand community and landowner outreach initiatives and develop an array of 
conservation, stewardship and education programs, NYSDEC and the Land Trust Alliance Conservation Partnership 
Program recently awarded $2.2 million in partnership grants throughout the state. Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust 
(THTLT) was awarded a total of $35,190 for capacity and land transactions in the Tug Hill region 

8. Letters from a Tug Hill Logger Winter 2021 Series 

The Tug Hill Commission is excited to offer a historical and entertaining series of webinars called “Letters from a Tug Hill 
Logger.” We hope you’ll join us for this three-part series narrated by Leona and Peter Chereshnoski, the granddaughter and 
great-grandson of John Clemens and keepers of his treasured scrapbooks of memories. They will read letters, share stories, 
show off artifacts and photos and “spin yarns” of Tug Hill logging in its hey-day, all through the eyes of two remarkable 
personalities, one who wrote the stories and the other that broadcast them over the radio for the masses to hear. 

A cache of letters exchanged between John “Old Lard” Clemens and Robert "Deacon” Doubleday, a popular early morning 
Syracuse radio announcer in the middle 1900s, provide the backdrop for this series. Each page-long letter, written by 
Clemens and read over the air by the Deacon, tells some tale of the Tug Hill woods or some character who could be found 
there. In the slang of the woods, using comical nicknames, and with a flavor all his own, Clemens “spun the yarns” for 
about ten years. 

Letters from a Tug Hill Logger - Part 1 
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Register in advance at: us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_km0oVByPRImsBgJvAFbfcQ 

Letters from a Tug Hill Logger - Part 2 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at 07:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Register in advance at: us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7FQTt7HgTpmUVADeB7gTDg 

Letters from a Tug Hill Logger - Part 3 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Register in advance at: us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SglXM7TJSSCQccG2uv6eSw 

9. Rural Law Initiative Resource Site 

The Rural Law Initiative Resource site, housed within the Albany Law 
School, provides legal information and education to rurally-based 
entrepreneurs and businesses. The website was made possible with 
funding by the Community Foundation of Herkimer and Oneida Counties 
and the USDA, and can be accessed at 
www.albanylaw.edu/centers/government-law-center/the-rural-law-
initiative/resources. 

One of the podcasts available on the website provides significant detail for landowners who are approached by solar 
developers, soundcloud.com/user-544149945/episode_003/s-VSONm. Additional information on solar, including an 
example of a solar lease and information on decommissioning bonds, is available on the Tug Hill Commission’s website in 
the Planning for Offsite Solar paper. 

10. There are Still Two DOS Local Government Training Program Winter Webinars Available 

For more training information, go to DOS website here: www.dos.ny.gov/lg/lut/index.html 
 

Planning Board Overview Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 5 – 7 pm  
https://meetny.webex.com/meetny/k2/j.php?MTID=tfa8b91a4baccecb6e37d2ae557ed16fc 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals Overview Tuesday, January 12, 2021, 5 – 7 pm  
https://meetny.webex.com/meetny/k2/j.php?MTID=t857ac9ff22ddb1311b6fc1cd78bd544f 



 

11. 2021 Annual Meeting and Training School – An all-virtual event – February 14-17 

 

For more information about this event, go to www.nytowns.org. 



 

12. Upcoming Three-Part Webinar Series for Municipalities and Landowners About Conservation on Tug Hill 

 
 
To register for the series, go to https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZFv0H5U4SPGqoYYMLTTV9A. 


